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Objective 2H: Encourage cooperation between local, regional, state, and federal governments
and private landowrers in the management of big game and non-game wildlife species, including
threatened and endangered species and state sensitive species populations.

Objective 21I: Encourage opening of access roads for late-season hunts when expected harvest
quotas have not been met while preserving the integrity of other resource values. Encourage
landowners on a completely voluntary basis to provide access onto private lands if a large
number of targeted species are residing on private lands during the late-season hunt period, or if
the landowner controls access to public land where the targeted animals are residing.

Objective 2J: Coordinate with the Wyoming Game & Fish to ensure consultation with all
affected landowners, lessees, and permittees in the development of specific wildlife population
targets, harvest guidelines, and late-season and special hunts when harvest guidelines are not
met.

3. GOAL: Support scientifically-based and peer-reviewed management of wildlife resources in
the County to meet the multiple-use desires and objectives and the conservation of rangeland
resources, soil, and water while respecting the legal grazing rights of ranching and agriculture
interests and meeting other multiple use objectives, including mineral and energy development.

Objective 3A: Encourage wildlife management practices that sustain wildlife resources and
habitat without measurably degrading other multiple use activities or private property rights.

Objective 3B: Support game herd population objectives and management decisions that will
benefit the wildlife resource, including species viability, while taking into consideration and
mitigating competition between wildlife species and domestic livestock.

Objective 3C: Recommend wildlife management agencies dedicate funds to compensate
landowners for game damage based on problematic site needs.

Objective 3D: Recommend that the results from the Small Water Development Projects
Program currently conducted by Wyoming Water Development Commission be implemented to
increase water storage capacity to meet needs of agriculture, industry, recreation, municipalities,
and endangered fish.

Objective 3E: Recommend that regulatory agencies adopt bond release criteria for mine
reclamation lands based on established criteria for habitat goals (topographic relief, surface water
management techniques, establishment of diverse vegetation).

Objective 3F: Discourage the release through introduction or re-introduction of non-
domesticated exotic [non-native] wildlife species, unless it is shown that introduction or re-
introduction will have no significant impact on existing wild game populations and domesticated
livestock; i.e., wild turkeys, chuckers and pheasants. Any introduced or reintroduced species
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should have the potential to increase sportsman opportunity and tax revenue without adverse
effects on other land uses.

Objective 3G: Recommend that wildlife management agencies dedicate financial and personnel
resources to predator management. Encourage sportsmen, landowners and private citizens
concerned with the unreasonable take of wild game and domesticated stock by predators to
support funding for predator control, including the purchase of management stamps which are
issued through licensing agents.

Objective 3H: Request to be notified by local, state, and/or federal agencies of any actions or
regulations that involve wildlife on private, state and federal land within the County. The
District may review and comment on state or federal actions or changes significant to wildlife
issues in the County.

4. GOAL: Ensure that proposed wildlife introductions on federal lands be evaluated by
consulting with state and local government entities and involving the public. Wildlife
introductions and populations that may encroach onto state and private lands will be planned and
evaluated based on consistency with local land use plans in consultation with local government
entities and with public involvement under NEPA, when it applies.

Objective 4A: Cooperative management agreements between permittees, agencies, and
conservation organizations will be allowed, but in the absence of such agreements, wildlife use
will be limited to their allocated forage. Wildlife numbers in excess of those for which forage has
been provided should be considered in trespass and removed.

5. GOAL: Mediate management of wildlife and wildlife habitat conflicts and competition with
range resource management objectives for livestock grazing.

Objective SA: Oppose the conversion of livestock AUM's to wildlife AUM's. Forage
allocations should be based on recognized grazing preference rights and the results of scientific
forage studies identifying available forage for wildlife and livestock.

Objective 5B: Ensure that forage for introduced animals will be allocated from existing forage
allocated to wild horses and wildlife and not from livestock grazing allocations. Wildlife
introductions should not entail additional land use restrictions or stipulations for mineral
development or grazing.

Objective 5C: Recommend that season-of-use conflicts between livestock and wildlife be
addressed in annual allotment operating plans to provide for maximum flexibility to allow
permittees to best utilize forage allocations for livestock.
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Objective 5D: Work to ensure that forage adjustments to livestock grazing also make
proportionate adjustments for wildlife and / or wild horses, when wildlife and / or wild horses are
a factor in the area not meeting the Wyoming Healthy Rangeland Standards.

Objective SE: Support partnerships to monitor the fragmentation of wildlife habitat.

Policy I: Encourage the use of local, state, and federal cosi-share programs for wildlife habitat
enhancement.

Policy 2: Support participation in local, regional, state, and federal planning efforts that affect
wildlife resources in the County.

Policy 3: Encourage formal agreements with appropriate local, state, and federal agencies in
developing and implementing plans for improving management of game and non-game wildlife
populations in the County.

Policy 4: Participate in proposals to introduce or re-introduce wildlife to ensure that the
proposal is consistent with local land use plans, that local government entities are consulted,
and that public involvement is encouraged.

Policy 5: Support efforts to responsibly reduce predation of sensitive species, increase hunting
and fishing opportunities within appropriate carrying capacities, decrease game damage
conflicts, and generally ensure that wildlife numbers do not lead to habitat and other
management conflicts with other rangeland resource uses and management objectives, including
ranching, agriculture, and mineral development, since ranching, mining, energy development,
and hunting are all important o the custom and culture of the County. Actively support
management solutions that will avoid converting livestock AUM's to wildlife AUM's.

FISHERIES

Fishing, like hunting, plays an important role in County life. In the early days, fishing was a
necessary part of survival, and though today it is less essential, it still provides a food resource
and recreation for many people. The County has renowned blue ribbon streams that provide
excellent fishing opportunities for county residents and visitors. The Flaming Gorge NRA and
the Seedskadee Wildlife Refuge are also popular fishing opportunities. Employment as guides,
selling supplies, meals, fuels, lodging and equipment to anglers provides income for county
residents.

Policy 6. Support responsible land management that adjusts for wildlife habitat needs, when it is
appropriate and supported by sound science.

1. GOAL: Support preservation and enhancement of the fisheries resource in the County.

Page 60 Sweetwater County Conservation District Land & Resource Use Plan & Policy



Nl R B IR B B I

January 2005

Objective 1A: Support management to prevent spread of diseases, such as whirling disease.
Objective 1B: Support management to prevent the degradation of fisheries through over use.

2. GOAL: Support a balance between native and introduced species of fish where both are
currently present in a fishery.

Objective 2A: If it is scientifically determined that introduced (including non-native) species are
not competing, displacing, or harming the native fish populations, determine and consider the
economic impact on Sweetwater County, prior to taking any action to introduce non-native
species.

3. GOAL: Support a balance between the commercial (guides and outfitters) and recreational
anglers.

Objective 3A: Support a coordinated approach when overcrowding or over use becomes a
problem.

4. GOAL: Encourage a coordinated approach when conflicts between anglers and other resource
uses exist.

Objective 4A: Request that planning processes regarding fisheries occur in consultation with the
District. The creation of fisheries in headwater streams will receive low priority; however,
preference will be given to a fish species that is likely to provide recreational fishing as soon as
possible after introduction or is likely to become a listed species and will sustain itself through
natural reproduction.

Objective 4B: Ensure that instream flows identified to maintain or enhance fisheries are derived
from water storage and do not impair senior water rights. [Addendum Tab No. 46e at 232-236,
Wyo. Stat. §§41-3-1001-41-3-1014].

Policy 1: Preference will be given to a fish species that is likely to provide recreational fishing

as soon as possible after introduction or is likely to become a listed species and will sustain itself
through natural reproduction. Historically, the part of the Green River and tributaries that run
through Sweetwater County have been known to have significant siream fishery resources. The
development of fisheries in one or more headwater streams is not discouraged, but is not likely

to result in a significant addition to recreational opportunities in a quantitative sense and,
therefore, should receive a very low priority for development. Development of such a fishery
should not result in additional restrictions to the minerals industry nor adversely affect access to
water by livestock and agriculture.
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